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Passing a levy or bond issue is not always a 
simple matter of majority rules. State law makes 
bond issues and some types of levies tougher 
to pass by requiring a “super majority”. Other 
levies, such as levy lid lifts and levies for 
schools, only require a “simple majority”.  
 
For excess levy passage, there are two require-
ments. The first is to meet or exceed the mini-
mum “yes” votes requirement and the second is 
the “yes” votes must win by a “super majority” of 
the total votes that is at least 60%.  For a bond 
to pass, there is an additional validation require-
ment. The turnout must meet or exceed the 
turnout validation requirement. 
 

Levies Requiring a Super Majority 
 
For levies, the State Constitution states, ...the 
number of persons voting ‘yes’ on the proposi-
tion shall constitute three-fifths of a number 
equal to forty per centum of the total votes cast 
in such taxing district at the last preceding 
general election …” 
 
For example, if 10,000 voters cast a ballot in 
the jurisdiction in the last general election: 
 
10,000 
  X 40% 
  4,000 
 X  60% 
 2,400 = minimum “yes” votes required to 
    pass 

Bonds 
 
Bond issues must validate two ways. They must 
pass with 60% “yes” votes of ballots cast. In ad-
dition, they have a voter turnout requirement 
that levies do not. The turnout must equal 40% 
of the voters who cast ballots in the last general 
election. A bond measure could get the required 
number of “yes” voters, but could still fail if not 
enough people vote in the election. 
  
For example, if 10,000 voters cast a ballot in the 
jurisdiction in the last general election: 
 
10,000 
  X 40% 
  4,000 = minimum turnout to validate 
 X  60% 
  2,400 = minimum “yes” votes required to pass 
 
 

Passage of Bonds and Levies 
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Biennial Questionnaire 

WAC 434-215-005 
Filing information—Questionnaire—Compiling and dissemination 
 
Prior to March 1, the county auditor shall send a questionnaire to the administrative authority of each 
local jurisdiction for which the auditor is the candidate filing officer subject to the provisions of RCW 
29A.04.321 and 29A.04.330. The questionnaire must be sent in the year the local jurisdiction is 
scheduled to elect officers. The purpose of the questionnaire shall be to confirm information which 
the auditor must use to properly conduct candidate filings for each office. The questionnaire should 
request, at a minimum, confirmation of offices to be filled at the general election that year, the name 
of the incumbent, and the annual salary for the position at the time of the filing period. Responses 
should be received prior to April 1 of that year so that the filing information can be compiled and dis-
seminated to the public at least two weeks prior to the candidate filing  period. 
 

The questionnaire sent to each junior taxing dis-
trict will include the information the Elections 
Office currently has on file for that junior taxing 
district.  
 
Each junior taxing district is asked to confirm 
the information concerning the district commis-
sioners’ name, position number, office title, an-
nual salary (if any), and term of office. They are 
also asked to confirm the district’s chairperson 
and the district’s contact information. 
 
It is extremely important that the infor-
mation provided by the jurisdictions is 
accurate because it will determine which 
offices are subject to election and the 
amount of the filing fee for each office. 
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Vacancy and Appointments 
If an elected official resigns, is removed from 
office, dies, or in some cases, changes their 
voter registration status, it causes a vacancy of 
office.  
 
The officer who wishes to resign should submit 
his or her resignation to the board of the junior 
taxing district.  
 
When a position is vacant, the remaining  
members of the board will appoint a qualified 
person to fill the vacant position. If two or more 
positions are vacant and two or more members 
of the board remain in office, the remaining 
members will appoint a qualified person to fill 
one of the vacant positions. The remaining 
members of the board and the newly appointed 
person will appoint another qualified person to 
fill another vacant position, and so on until each 
of the vacant positions is filled, with each of the 
new appointees participating in each appoint-
ment that is made after their appointment.  
 
 

If the board does not appoint a qualified person 
to fill a vacancy within ninety days of the occur-
rence of the vacancy, the county legislative au-
thority will appoint a qualified person.   
 
The newly appointed officer will serve until the 
next election at which a candidate for that juris-
diction is elected.   
 
At the next election, an officer will be elected for 
an unexpired term ending at the remainder of 
the original term. 
 
When a vacancy occurs and an officer is ap-
pointed to fill the vacancy, the district will need 
to supply the Elections Office with a copy of the 
board meeting minutes that accepts the resig-
nation and a copy of the board meeting minutes 
that appoints the new officer. 
 
The board will sign the Certificate of Appoint-
ment and the newly appointed officer will sign 
an Oath of Office. Both documents will be filed 
at the Elections Office. 

 

 

Certificate of Appointment 

 

STATE OF WASHINGTON ) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF SAN JUAN  ) 

 

The undersigned officers of 

__________________________________________do hereby 
Commission, Council, or Board Making Appointment) 

 

Appoint __________________________of _______________ 
 (Person Appointed)   (Address) 
 

to the office of ________________________. The term for this 
  (Office and Position) 
 

Position will expire on ________________________________. 

 

  Signed this _______day of ___________, 20___ 

 

__________________________ ______________________ 
(Signature)   (Printed Name, Title) 
__________________________      ______________________ 
(Signature)   (Printed Name, Title) 
__________________________      ______________________ 
(Signature)   (Printed Name, Title)  

       

  
OATH OF OFFICE 

 

STATE OF WASHINGTON ) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF SAN JUAN  ) 

 

I, ____________________, do solemnly swear or affirm that I 

am citizen of the United States and State of Washington; that I 

am legally qualified to assume the office of ______________; 

that I will support the Constitution and laws of the United 

States and the State of Washington; and that I will faithfully 

and impartially discharge the duties of this office to the best of 

my agility. 

 

Signature X______________ Printed Name _______________ 

 

Subscribed and sworn before me this _____day of ____, 20___ 

    

___________________________________________________ 
(Signature) 
 

___________________________________________________ 
(Printed Name, Title of Swearing Officer) 
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Filing for Nonpartisan Office 
The elections of officers for junior taxing districts 
are conducted in odd-numbered years. Because 
the terms of office for the commissioners are 
staggered, normally not all officers are elected 
in the same year. It is important that the districts 
are aware of which offices are up for election on 
any given odd-numbered year.  
 
To file a Declaration of Candidacy, a candidate 
must be qualified. A qualified candidate is one 
who is a registered voter in the jurisdiction and 
in some cases, a registered voter within the 
commissioner district for which they file.  
 
It is important the districts notify the Elections 
Office of any vacancies or appointments. De-
pending on when the vacancy happens, it could 
trigger a special three-day filing period.  
 
Junior taxing district offices are nonpartisan of-
fices. Officers are elected in the general elec-
tion. If more than two candidates file for any giv-
en office, a primary for that office will be held. 
The two top vote getters in the primary will con-
tinue on to the general election.  
 
The date of the primary is the first Tuesday of 
August. The general election is the first Tues-
day after the first Monday in November.  

Candidates are encouraged to file for office 
online. Candidates who file online will receive 
email updates when another candidate files for 
their office. Candidates who file online will also 
be able to submit their voters’ pamphlet state-
ments and photos online. Candidates can also 
file in-person or by mail.  
 
Candidates can request additional candidate 
filing information at the Elections Office or can-
didate filing information can  be found on the 
Elections web page at:  
 
www.sanjuanco.com/elections 
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Bonds - A district may ask for authorization of 

bonds, usually to build and/or equip a structure. 
New schools, fire stations, and libraries are ex-
amples for bond construction money. 
 

Levies - A district may ask for authorization to 

cover their maintenance and operation cost.  
 

Levy Lid Increases - A district may ask for 

authorization to increase its regular property tax 
levy rate. By law, districts have to follow a tax 
allocation distribution formula. If a district deter-
mines the allocation is not enough, the district 
has the option of requesting a levy lid increase. 

Annexations - A district may ask for authori-

zation to be placed within another taxing district 
or change its boundary lines. 
 

Other -  Advisory Ballots, Sales and Use 

Tax, Change of Form of Government, other.  
A district may ask voters’ approval or opinion to 
change an existing situation or create some-
thing new. For example, creation of a new dis-
trict. 
 
 

Types of Local Measures 

Resolution Submittal Process 
 
Resolutions calling for a special election by a 
district shall be submitted on or before the reso-
lution deadline as established by state law. Res-
olution calling for a special election in February 
or April must be submitted at least 46 days prior 
to the election date. Resolutions calling for a 
special election in conjunction with the primary 
must be submitted by the Friday before the first 
day of candidate filing. Resolutions calling for a 
special election in conjunction with the general 
election must be submitted by the day of the pri-
mary. (RCW 29A.04.330, 29A.36.071, 
29A.36.080) 
 
In order to place a measure on the ballot, an 
original signed resolution or a certified copy of 

the resolution must be submitted by the applica-
ble deadline. Please contact the Elections Of-
fice with any questions.  

 
Ballot Titles 
 
Ballot titles for local measures will be prepared 
in accordance with RCW 29A.36.071, 
29A.36.080 and 29A.36.090. 
 
Resolutions submitted by districts which need a 
ballot title prepared by the San Juan County 
Prosecuting Attorney will be forwarded to the 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. Upon receipt of 
the final official ballot title from the Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office, the Elections Office will send 
to the district’s contact person a copy of the bal-
lot title via email, fax, or mail. 

Filing a Resolution  
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Publishing Pamphlets 
 

San Juan County publishes a Local Voters’ 
Pamphlet in conjunction with the Washington 
State Voters’ Pamphlet. The Local Voters’ Pam-
phlet is published for the general election only.  
An Online Voters’ Guide is published for every 
special election, primary, and general election. 
 

Ballot titles, explanatory statements/fiscal im-
pact statements, and advocacy statements for 
measures will be published in the Online Voters’ 
Guide and Local Voters’ Pamphlet, as well as 
candidate statements and photos.  
 

 
Candidate Statements & Photos 
 

Candidates submit their statements and photo-
graphs electronically (online, email or CD). Sub-
missions by electronic media should be com-
posed in Microsoft Word or in the body of an 
email. 
 

Candidates submit photographs in electronic  
form. Color digital photographs should be .JPG 
format and may be submitted online, by email, 
or on CD.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Explanatory Statements 
 

The attorney for the district submitting the ballot 
measure shall prepare and submit to the Elec-
tions Office a statement for inclusion in the 
Online Voters’ Guide and Local Voters’ Pam-
phlet. The statement shall consist of the follow-
ing three parts: 
 

The official ballot title of the measure, 
  

A neutrally-worded statement explaining the 
law regarding the ballot measure as it cur-
rently exists; and 

  
A neutrally-worded statement describing the 
fiscal effect that the ballot measure will have 
if it passes. 

 

The explanatory statement shall be prepared in 
clear and concise language and avoid the use 
of legal and other technical terms. The deadline 
for submission of the district attorney’s state-
ment shall be the same as the deadline for sub-
mission of advocacy committee statements. 
 

Advocacy Statements 
 
 
Within seven days of filing a resolution the juris-
diction will need to appoint a committee of no 
more than three members to prepare arguments 
advocating voters’ approval of the measure and 
appoint a committee to prepare arguments ad-
vocating voters’ rejection of the measure. If the 
jurisdiction fails to make such appointments, the 
County Auditor will, whenever possible, make 
the appointments 

Online Voters’ Guide  
and Local Voters’ Pamphlet  

More information concerning the voters’ guide and voters’ pamphlet can be found in the “Online 
Voters’ Guide and Local Voters’ Pamphlet Administrative Rules”. You may request a copy at the 
Elections Office or find a copy on the Elections web page at www.sanjuanco.com/elections 
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Election Dates 

Special Election Dates 
The second Tuesday in February 
The third Tuesday in April 
 
Primary 
The first Tuesday of August 
 
General Election 
The first Tuesday after the first Monday in November 
 
Resolutions calling for a special election in February or April or 
must be submitted at least 46 days prior to the election date. 
Resolutions calling for an election in conjunction with the Au-
gust Primary must be submitted by the Friday immediately 
before the first day of regular candidate filing. Resolution call-
ing for an election in conjunction with the General Election 
must be submitted no later than the day of the Primary.  
 

Request for Voter Information 

Paper Voter List (Precinct or County-wide) per page                           $.15 
 
Digital Voter List  (CD, or email attachment)                                    $30.00 
 
List of Voters Not Voted in Election—per election                            $30.00          
 
Mailing Labels—Per label                                  $0.015 
                           Maximum                                                             $150.00 
                                 

Voter lists can be a useful tool for any campaign. Some of the information that can be included in the 
list are: voter name, physical address, mailing address, precinct/district, voting history, date of regis-
tration, and date of birth.  
 
Digital lists will be created in Excel. Persons requesting voter information must sign a disclosure that 
states the information will be used for political purposes only.  
 
Call or email the Elections Office to submit a voter information request. 
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Election Costs 

Cost of Participating in an Election 
 
RCW 29A.04.410 states that every city, town 
and taxing district is liable for its proportionate 
share of election costs and that special election 
costs must be borne by the city, town or district 
concerned. It provides for San Juan County to 
bill the districts to recoup reimbursement for 
these costs. 
 
The State Auditor’s Office has established uni-
form procedures for allocating election costs. 
Election costs are allocated to each jurisdiction 
based upon its registered voter population as a 
percentage of the total registered voter popula-
tion of all participating jurisdictions in that elec-
tion. 
 
Election costs vary from one election to the next 
depending on a variety of factors. However, the 
number of participating jurisdictions and their 
respective size is the primary variable impacting 
what the costs will be for the individual jurisdic-
tions. For example, elections shared by four ju-
risdictions are going to cost more per voter for 
each jurisdiction than an election with 25 juris-
dictions. 

In deciding when to place a measure on the bal-
lot, cost is a significant factor, but it is not the 
only factor that contributes to the decision. 
Since the cost allocation is dependent on how 
many jurisdictions participate and how many 
registered voters they represent, and because 
these are typically unknown when preparing the 
estimate, a specific cost or quote cannot be pro-
vided. Estimates will be based on a reasonable 
range, taking into account historical information 
and specific known information about a particu-
lar election date. 
 

Voters’ Pamphlet Cost 
 
RCW 29A.30.270 states that the cost of a local 
voters’ pamphlet shall be considered an election 
cost to those local jurisdictions included in the 
pamphlet and shall be prorated in the same 
manner as election costs. 
 
Voters’ Pamphlet costs are captured separately 
and are allocated to participating jurisdictions 
based on the number of registered voters.  
 

Sample  
allocated cost  
from a past election 
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The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) is the compilation of all permanent laws 
now in force. It is a collection of Session Laws (enacted by the Legislature, and 
signed by the Governor, or enacted via the initiative process), arranged by topic, 
with amendments added and repealed laws removed. It does not include tempo-
rary laws such as appropriations acts. The table below shows the applicable chap-
ters for jurisdictions. A view of the laws can be found at: http://www.leg.wa.gov/
LawsAndAgencyRules/   

 

 
 

Revised Code of Washington 

Water & Sewer Districts 57.02 

 57.04 

 57.12 

 57.24 

Cemetery Districts 68.52 

 68.54 

Port Districts 53.04 

 53.12 

 53.16 

 53.36 

 53.49 

 53.47 

 53.48 

Hospital Districts 70.44 

Library Districts 27.12 

Park & Recreation Districts 35.61 

 35.69 

  

  

Cities & Towns 35.02 

 35.17 

 35.18 

 35.22 

 35.27  

Code Cities: Charter & Noncharter 35A.01 - 35A.13 

 35A.29 

Annexations & Reductions 35.10 

 35.13 

 35.16 

 35A.14 

 35A.15 

School Districts 28A.315 

 28A.320 

 28A.323 

 28A.343 

Fire Districts 52.02 through 52.10 

 52.14 

 52.16 

 52.26 


